intense dislike. The regular police are an object of
aversion. The last thing he would wish would be to
come within the sphere of influence of the British law-
courts ; of the corrupt Indian official. Had the adminis-
tration been moulded on less rigid lines, had it been
congenial to the administered tribes themselves, it might
have led to a gradual rapprochement between the two
wings of the Border country, the unadministered tribes
and those under direct British rule." (Sir William
Barton). In 1872 the inelasticity of the legal system was
relaxed. Trial by jirgah or tribal jury was substituted.
A term of imprisonment took the place of capital
punishment. It has been of the greatest value to admi-
nistration. The jirgah was not bound by the strict
cules of evidence. The British law imposed on the
tegular courts found no favour in the tribal jury. Never-
theless the new system was wonderfully successful.

The British control ends at the foothills.    The tribes
beyond are no man's children.   The tribes in the  moun-'
tain belt pay homage to nobody, as it  has already  been
stated.   There   have  been  forty    British   expeditions'
between 1849 and 1880.   Troops were, as a rule, with-
drawn   promptly.   It   was   a   burn-and-scuttle    policy;
Tribal responsibility is the keystone of the arch of fron-
tier administration.   Action of the kind often prevent*
serious trouble. The tribes soon feel the pinch if exclude
ed from  the plains in the cold months*   It is a useful
means of exerting pressure on a tribe which seems bent
on mischief.   The big Khans are middlemen in main^
taining official rektioas with the tribes.   The nesult is
in many cases a series of intrigues which lead  to further
trouble.   Much of the money spent on the allowance*
and tribal entertainments remains in the pockets of the
middlemen.   Several families in  this way have achieved